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Road to Budapest begins as EHF Champions League 2025/26 reaches play-off round

After 14 rounds of thrilling matches, the EHF Champions League Women 2025/26 group phase has
come to a dramatic conclusion — four teams have fallen by the wayside and four have secured
themselves a coveted ticket to the quarter-finals. As for the other eight, they must navigate an
extra hurdle on the Road to Budapest and make it through the play-off round to take one of the four
quarter-final places still up for grabs.

Two sides who made it all the way to Budapest last season will have to go through the play-offs
this time to reach the Raiffeisen Bank EHF FINAL4 2026. Team Esbjerg finished third in group A
behind the two sides they faced at the MVM Dome last season; Gyori Audi ETO KC and Metz
Handball. If they are to reach the last eight, the Danish side must win over two legs against HC
Podravka, who finished seventh in group B but qualified for the play-offs with a match to spare.

Esbjerg’s domestic rivals Odense Handbold were runners-up in last season’s competition, yet only
finished fourth in their group this time, albeit in a tight group B which saw the top four separated by
just three points as Brest Bretagne Handball and CSM Bucuresti grabbed the quarter-final tickets.
Odense will now take on DVSC Schaeffler, who finished fifth in group A and will be aiming for this to
be the Danish club’s last trip to Hungary for the season.

Finishing ahead of Odense but missing out on the quarter-finals by the finest of margins were FTC-
Rail Cargo Hungaria, another side who know what it takes to reach the EHF FINAL4. Their reward
for a third-place finish in group B is a head-to-head with BV Borussia Dortmund, who have reached
this stage for the first time since 2022.

Last but not least, Ikast Handbold will be facing Gloria Bistrita in a meeting of the two most recent
silver medallists in the EHF European League Women. The two clubs are not only proving the
strength in depth of the women’s club game, but certainly going in the right direction and sure to
provide a great contest for the quarter-final berth.

The goals are sure to be flying in, but when knockout handball starts on the Road to Budapest,
every area of both the attack and defence must be perfect in order to reach the next rounds. Now,
it’s time for eight teams to show what they’re made of as we throw-off the play-off round.

Yours in sport,

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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From court
to comfort

For eight thrilling years, Gorenje has stood
alongside Europe’s top handball teams — and the
fans who cheer them on. Now, as Official Partner
of both the men’s and women’s competitions of
the EHF Champions League, we bring that same
winning spirit home. From fast-paced matches
to everyday moments, our appliances are built
for champions — designed to simplify your daily
victories.
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ULTIMATE

Compiletely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. &F

Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.
Official match ball of the EHF Champions League Women. cHI.AE'gEIluENs

SHOP NOW AT

EHF.SELECT-SPORT.COM
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11
12
13
18
19
22
24
25
26
29
35
37
71
81
85
92
93

First name
Alicia
Konszuéla
Océane
Kata

Flora Hanna
Jessica
Petra
Vivien
Daniela
Jovana
Mira
Liliana
Luca
Kristin

Lili
Dorottya
Mirtill
Nina
Gréta
Déra
Adrianna

Surname

Toublanc
Hamori
Sercien-Ugolin
Juhasz
Magyar

Ryde

Tovizi
Grosch

de Jong
Jovovic
Vamos
Csernyanszki
Ratalics
Thorleifsdottir
Csamango
Baranyi
Petrus

Szabo
Majoros
Hornyak
Placzek

Nat.

FRA

HUN
FRA

HUN
HUN
SWE
HUN
HUN
SWE
SRB

HUN
HUN
HUN
SWE
HUN
HUN
HUN
HUN
HUN
HUN
POL

Position

Right wing
Right back
Right back
Line player
Left wing
Goalkeeper
Line player
Right wing
Centre back
Left back
Left wing
Centre back
Right wing
Left back
Centre back
Centre back
Left wing
Centre back
Goalkeeper
Left back
Goalkeeper

Date of birth

03/05/1996
04/08/1996
15/12/1997
02/01/2004
26/09/2007
18/05/1994
15/03/1999
17/04/1997
01/09/1998
04/12/2001
23/02/2003
25/08/2004
11/06/2006
13/01/1998
01/12/2005
10/03/2006
14/11/2001
18/12/2001
28/02/2007
24/01/1992
10/12/1993

Place of birth

Saint Brieuc, FRA
Salgétarjan, HUN
Cherbourg, FRA
Békéscsaba, HUN
Budapest, HUN
Ostra Torn, SWE
Nyiregyhaza
Budapest
Stockholm, SWE
Vrbas, SRB

Ozd, HUN
Debrecen, HUN
Debrecen, HUN
Lanna, SWE
Szeged, HUN
Kecskemét, HUN
Debrecen, HUN
Debrecen, HUN
Szeged, HUN
Debrecen, HUN
Lezno, POL

LY
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cm

169
168
175
186
164
185
178
168
175
181
170
164
165
182
169
164
169
171
175
179
174



Odense Handbold
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11
12
16
20
21
22
23
27
32
33
34
38
44
51

. First name

Maren
Signe
Viola
Helene
Anna
Tina
Andrea
Althea
Lysa
Ingvild
Ragnhild
Elma
Louise
Mie
Thale
Andrea
Yara
Nikita
Markéta

Surname

Aardahl
Bang
Leuchter
Fauske
Grundtvig
Abdulla
Narklit
Reinhardt
Tchaptchet
Bakkerud
Valle Dahl
Halilcevic
Burgaard
Hgjlund
Deila
Aagot

ten Holte
van der Vliet
Jerabkova
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Nat.

NOR
DEN
GER

NOR
DEN
NOR
DEN
DEN
ESP

NOR
NOR
DEN
DEN
DEN
NOR
DEN
NED
NED
CZE

Sydbank

Position

Line player
Left back
Right back
Field player
Left wing
Right wing
Goalkeeper
Goalkeeper
Line player
Left back
Left back
Left wing
Right back
Left back
Left back
Right wing
Goalkeeper
Line player
Centre back

Date of birth

02/03/1994
13/04/2006
15/06/2004
31/01/1997
27/09/1995
20/09/1997
25/08/2006
01/09/1996
20/12/2001
09/07/1995
02/01/1998
18/06/2000
17/10/1992
24/10/1997
15/01/2000
22/05/2000
23/11/1999
14/03/2000
08/02/1996

Place of birth

Trondheim, NOR
Svendborg, DEN
Aachen, GER
Baerum, NOR
Gentofte, DEN
Skopje, MKD
Gentofte, DEN
Aarhus, DEN
Yaunde, CMR
Kongsberg, NOR
Molde, NOR
Esbjerg, DEN
Esbjerg, DEN
Favrskov, DEN
Skien, NOR
Frederiksberg, DEN
Amsterdam, NED
Zaanstad, NED
Plzen, CZE

cm

183
182
185
177
171
164
186
184
185
187
183
168
176
175
178
178
175
174
175
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747 Harro
747 Harro
747 Harro
747, Harro
747 Harro
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